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“We consider the discovery of the orgone energy among
the greatest events in human history.”— from a letter to the
American Medical Association, signed by 17 medical doc-
tors in 1949,

“THE ORGONE ACCUMULATOR IS THE MOST IM-
PORTANT SINGLE DISCOVERY IN THE HISTORY OF
MEDICINE, BAR NONE” — Theodore P. Wolfe, M.D., from
Emotional Plague Versus Orgone Biophysics, 1948.

“It is justifiable that the discovery of orgone energy and
its medical applications by means of the orgone accumula-
tor, the orgone shooter, bionous earth, and orgone water have
opened up an abundance of new and, it appears, amazingly
good prospects.” — Wilhelm Reich, M.D. from The Cancer
Biopathy (Discovery of the Orgone, Volume 2), 1948,

“What would you say of the leading philosophers here to
whom I have offered a thousand times of my own accord to
show my studies, but who with the lazy obstinacy of a serpent
who has eaten his full have never consented to look at the
planets, the moon, or telescope? To such people philosophy is
a kind of book... where the truth is to be sought not in the Uni-
verse or in nature, but (I use their own words) by comparing
texts.” — Galileo Galilei, Italian astronomer of the 1600s
who proved that the Earth moved in the heavens, shortly be-
fore being prosecuted and tortured by the Catholic Church.

“...the orgone energy does not exist.”~ Judge John D.
Clifford, from a 1954 U.S. court ruling in which all of Dr.
Reich's books and research journals were banned, and or-
dered burned in incinerators; Reich was sent to a Federal
Penitentiary, where he died.
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1. Foreword

At last, thirty two years after the 1957 death of Wilhelm
Reich, human beings can begin to study orgonomy like any
other body of knowledge, helped by the Orgone Accumulator
Handbook. This concise and informative book contains in a
nutshell a condensed, clear account of the discovery, made
usable by all who are interested in the cosmic life energy.
Herein is printed: the scientific definition of the orgone en-
ergy; the history of how the steps of observation, experimen-
tation, and theoretical insight led Reich to practical applica-
tions; the principles for construction and experimental uses
of the orgone energy accumulator, with detailed suggestions
for needed material, layering, and dimensions; and final-
ly a very useful reference list. Professor J. DeMeo shows his
thorough knowledge of the subject, which as yet is banned
and omitted from the 20th Century academic curriculum, ex-
cept for a few pioneering lecture courses (in New York and
West Berlin).

Wilhelm Reich said that even though the life energy had
been known for thousands of years, he managed to make it
concretely usable, and that the era of its applications has just
started. However, this Handbook is the first printed materi-
al in recent years on specifically how to concentrate the en-
ergy from the Earth’s atmosphere. It is usable for a laborato-
ry course on the subject of cosmic life energy. This material
could be comprehended by intelligent high school or college
students. It answers my almost fifty year old hope, for the in-
clusion of life energy facts in the body of knowledge that all
educated people on Earth should learn in their schooling.
Thank you James DeMeo.

Eva Reich, M.D.
West Berlin, March 1989
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2. Author’s Preface

When I was 12 years old, a favorite uncle of mine died a
suffering death from lung cancer. The doctors had removed
one of his lungs, and for a few months he lingered, being in-
capable of talking or moving very much, and in a great deal
of pain. My aunts would not allow the children to see him in
such sorry shape, except for one time, when he was dressed
up for the entire family, which had gathered to quietly say
good-bye. I was very sad when he died. When I was 15, my
mother was diagnosed as having breast cancer. I was by her
bed in the hospital when she recovered from surgery, and
when she was told that her breast had been amputated in a
radical mastectomy. I will never forget the look on her face.
She survived the surgery, but the emotional resignation
which she carried, and which preceded her cancer by several
decades, was never diagnosed or discussed. Friends of our
family had urged us to look into some alternative treatments
for cancer, but everybody believed that the doctors in the hos-
pital knew best. Listed as a “survivor” in the cancer statis-
tics, my mother progressively declined after the surgery,
and died about eight years later, having refused to undergo
additional surgery.

My experience with relatives dying of cancer is not unu-
sual, as degenerative disease is now at epidemic levels. The
statistics today demonstrate that the “war on cancer” has
been lost, and that in spite of all the radical surgeries, drugs
and radiation treatments, patients today survive no longer
or more frequently than they did in the 1950s. Indeed, dege-
nerative disorders have today spread into youthful age
groups and populations where they once were rare. Scientific
evidence does not exist to support the assertion that surgery,
radiation, and chemotherapy are effective forms of treat-
ment for cancer, and traditional medicine today gives hard-
ly more than lip service to preventative considerations.
These troubling facts become all the more disturbing when
one begins to study the various alternative, non-invasive
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and non-toxic cancer therapies. Dismissed for decades as
“quackery” by organized medicine, most of these therapies
appear to be reasonably or even remarkably effective. Their
advocates and practitioners have often taken great risks to
bring what they believe are safe and effective treatments to
sick people. The organized medical community, with finan-
cial links to the pharmaceutical industry, has not cared to
seriously look into these techniques. Instead, the techniques
have been unwarrantedly attacked, and pseudo investiga-
tions have been launched, with predictable outcomes: clinics
have been shut by brute police force, through court orders;
medical records and research protocols have been seized,
and jail sentences have been handed out. Books have also
been burned. In this context, a great fraud has been perpe-
trated upon the American people, and upon our courts and le-
gal system, by the larger organized medical associations,
and related government bureaucracies.

In this short Handbook, I cannot give a history of these
antiscientific and unethical abuses, but a few articles and
books on the question are listed in the reference section.
Clearly, a major reason for the impotence of modern medi-
cine in dealing with degenerative diseases lies in the fact
that the organized medical community has used police-state
tactics to suppress important new findings, and the unortho-
dox practitioner, irrespective of any scientific evidence that
exists. In fact, the most well documented and effective unor-
thodox therapies have been the most hotly attacked. Many,
many promising therapies have been suppressed over the
years, through an emotional collusion, and some outright
congpiracy for economic motives, between medical inter-
ests, drug companies, plague journalists, prejudiced aca-
demics, and puritanical government bureaucrats and judg-
es. In this process, the truth has been trampled badly, and the
methods of science, discarded.

The most clear and telling example of how these social
forces combine to kill a new discovery, and its discoverer, is
the case of Dr. Wilhelm Reich and his orgone energy accu-
mulator. Reich had been one of Freud’s younger co-workers,
and was a prime mover in the early psychoanalytic move-
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ment in Vienna and Berlin. However, his ideas were more
revolutionary than those of the older psychoanalysts. He
forcefully argued that human misery and mental illness
were partly the result of social conditions, which could be
changed to prevent neurosis. He urged reform in laws re-
garding the abusive treatment of children, and in the eco-
nomic plight of women. He formed a viable social and polit-
ical movement in pre-Hitler Germany, which urged re-
forms in laws restricting divorce and access to contracep-
tion, which were both then illegal. He championed the rights
of young unmarried people to a healthy sexual life, and a
loosening of the father’s power and dominance over the fam-
ily. He wrote extensively about these matters in the 1920s
and 1930s, and exposed the roots of the Nazi movement in the
obedience-demanding, patriarchal, sex-negative German
family structure. For his writings on genitality, and his
anti-fascist activities, Reich was eventually expelled from
Freud’s inner circle, and also from the International Psy-
choanalytic Association. German psychoanalysis was at
that time leaning towards appeasement of the Nazis, and
some analysts, such as Carl Jung, even became spokesper-
sons or apologists for National Socialism. Reich was even-
tually placed on both Hitler’s and Stalin’s death lists in the
1930s, and had to flee to Scandinavia, and later from there to
the United States. His writings were condemned to flames
in both Germany and Russia.

By the time Reich arrived in the United States, in 1939, he
had made a number of major scientific discoveries, and
quickly attracted a group of young, enthusiastic scientists
and doctors to assist with his work. The American period of
his research, which lasted until his death in 1957, was partic-
ularly productive, in spite of the later court actions against
him. It was during this period that Reich experimentally
clarified, and made practical use of the biological and at-
mospheric life energy, which he called the orgone energy.
The orgone energy, Reich observed, was a real, physical en-
ergy, which radiated from microbes, animals, humans, and
from inorganic materials as well. It charged living crea-
tures, yet also existed in the atmosphere in a free form, It
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could be accumulated in special enclosures, where it could be
observed, felt, and measured.

Reich’s orgone energy experiments attracted the hostile
criticisms of many in the medical community, and a smear
campaign in the press triggered an investigation by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration (FDA). In its efforts to stop
Reich’s work, the FDA did not seek to responsibly or accur-
ately reproduce his experimental findings. Instead, FDA
bureaucrats relied upon gossip and rumor, ignored availa-
ble published evidence, and secured the testimony of “expert”
witnesses who had no real familiarity with or interest in the
scientific facts involved. Many breaches of the scientific
method, and of legal, moral, and scientific ethics occurred,
as government officials, and a number of psychiatrists, an-
alysts, and physicists, sought to put an end to his work.

We also know a lot more today about the inner workings
of the FDA regarding the Reich case, given that several
scholarly reviews of FDA files, using the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, have taken place. These are cited in the refer-
ence section. Reich originally offered to cooperate with the
FDA investigators regarding the orgone energy. But they re-
fused his offer, as they were hot to “get Reich” on whatever
charges they could, and had been urged in this direction by
various highly-placed individuals within the medical com-
munities. The Bulletin of the Menninger Clinie, and the
Journal of the American Medical Association, for example,
participated in the spreading of false gossip and rumors re-
garding Reich’s work. Reich was aware of these unethical
actions, and a number of his co-workers had been profes-
sionally hurt by the lies, and by the actions of the FDA. At no
time did any governmental or private scientific or medical
organization attempt to seriously review or replicate his ex-
periments.

These kinds of attacks made Reich understandably fu-
rious, such that when the FDA finally sought a Complaint for
Injunction against his activities, he refused to appear in
court, to act, as he put it, “as a ‘defendant’ in matters of basic
natural scientific research”. Instead, he wrote a compelling
Response (“Motion to Dismiss”) to the judge. Reich’s refusal
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to grant authority to the courts regarding the validity of his
orgone research prompted a legal over-reaction, the likes of
which we usually associate with despotic societies. In a judi-
cial ruling that is, to the best of my knowledge, unique in
American history, the FDA sought and obtained a Federal
Court Decree of Injunction, which ruled that the orgone ener-
gy “does not exist”. The court ordered a ban on the interstate
shipment of books bearing the word “orgone”. This included
books into which the forbidden word appeared only in the
preface, or introductory remarks. Additionally, all books
and research journals discussing the orgone energy in de-
tail were ordered destroyed, and devices using the energy,
dismantled or destroyed. (Case #1056, March 19, 1954, US
District Court, Portland, Maine, Judge John D. Clifford, Jr.)

“BANNED, until expunged of all references to the orgone
energy:
The Discovery of the Orgone
Vol. I, The Function of the Orgasm
Vol. II, The Cancer Biopathy
The Sexual Revolution
Ether, God and Devil
Cosmic Superimposition
Listen, Little Man
The Mass Psychology of Fascism
Character Analysis
The Murder of Christ
People in Trouble

BANNED and ORDERED DESTROYED:

The Orgone Energy Accumulator, Its Scientific and
Medical Use

The Oranur Experiment

The Orgone Energy Bulletin

The Orgone Energy Emergency Bulletin

International Journal of Sex-Economy and Orgone
Research

Internationale Zeitschrift fur Orgonomie

Annals of the Orgone Institute”
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And so, in the late 1950s and early 1960s, Reich’s books
and research journals, even those which were “only”
banned, were periodically seized by FDA agents and Feder-
al Marshals, and burnt in incinerators in Maine and New
York. No scientific or professional organizations, journal-
ists or writer’s unions publicly objected to the book burnings,
or acted to help Reich, whose laboratory headquarters was
invaded by FDA agents, who destroyed instruments with
axes. In addition to the above actions, the court ordered Reich
to cease “disseminating information” on the orgone energy,
effectively censoring his writing and speaking on the sub-
ject. Several years later, Reich was charged with Contempt
of Court when his assistant committed a technical violation
of the Injunction, at a time when Reich was more than a
thousand miles away, engaged in field work in the deserts
of Arizona. Though he appealed all the way to the Supreme
Court, Reich lost the case, and was incarcerated in Lewis-
burg Federal Penitentiary, where he died in 1957. His death
in prison occurred two weeks prior to his parole date, at a
time when he was happily anticipating his freedom, and a
life in Switzerland with his new wife.

Whatever we may think of Reich’s response to the court
challenge, the principles upon which he stood were very im-
portant, and date back at least to Galileo’s trial by fire with
the Catholic Church. The lesson from Galileo’s time was that
no Court, Tribunal, or religious or scientific organization
on Earth has the capacity to say, on the basis of textual com-
parisons or divine revelaticn, just what is or is not Natural
Law. The results of an experiment cannot be judged by those
who have never reproduced it, and the unresearched opin-
ions of scientists are no better than the unresearched opin-
ions of anyone else, be they members of the American Medi-
cal Association, the National Academy of Sciences, or the
same Country Club attended by the President. Galileo urged
his critics to “look into the telescope”, to verify his observa-
tions in a most direct and simple way. But they refused to do
so on moral principle, and derisively mocked him. Reich’s
critics have taken the same approach, in their adamant refu-
sal to reproduce his experiments, and in most cases, to even
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review the published evidence. Today, over 30 years since
Reich’s death, his most vocal critics still take the same anti-
scientific approach, and condemn what they have not per-
sonally read or investigated.

Based upon these historical facts, it is clear that the FDA,
and indeed, all courts, academic bodies, and governmental
agencies of all kinds, have forever relinquished any right to
say anything about what the average citizen may or may not
do with respect to the orgone energy accumulator. The dis-
covery of the orgone is in much safer hands among the aver-
age citizen, than in the hands of the various politicians,
academies of science, and medical organizations. This
Handbook is therefore not primarily directed towards an ac-
ademic or medical audience. Instead, the case of Dr. Wil-
helm Reich and the orgone energy accumulator is taken di-
rectly to the general public. Like the sunlight, the air and
water, the orgone energy is a part of nature, existing every-
where, and ought to be available to everyone, free of restric-
tive regulation and control. As an invention, the orgone ac-
cumulator is also now in the public domain, unpatentable,
and cannot be dominated by any single individual or cor-
poration. It is also still perfectly legal for citizens to build,
own, and use orgone accumulators.

Of course, with this right comes a great deal of responsi-
bility, as the proper use and maintenance of an accumulator
makes both social and environmental demands upon its
owner, The cosmic orgone energy ocean is, like our air,
food, and water, fast becoming contaminated and poisoned,
and swift action by concerned people is required if life on the
planet is to continue. This Handbook will give a basic over-
view of the orgone energy, the accumulator, and the con-
struction and safe use of orgone accumulating devices. For
the more precise scientific details and data, the reader is en-
couraged to obtain and review the published materials listed
in the Reference and Information sections.

Three years after Reich’s death, the trustees of his estate
arranged for republication of his works. Today, most of his
books have been republished, or are available in libraries,
and through other sources. A group of Reich’s co-workers
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also founded the American College of Orgonomy, and by
1967 had published the first issue of the Journal of Orgono-
my. Since that time, interest in Reich’s works has gradually
increased, and many new studies verifying his findings on
the orgone energy, and the accumulator, have taken place.
College courses focusing upon Reich’s life and works now
exist, and he has been the subject of many reviews, biogra-
phies, and films. A younger generation of scientists and
health practitioners is rediscovering Reich, and new jour-
nals devoted to orgone research or bioenergetic functions
have appeared in the USA, Germany, France, Italy, Eng-
land, Canada, and Japan. One major new study on the accu-
mulator from Germany is summarized in the Appendix,
The effort to kill the discovery of the orgone has failed.
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Part I:

The Biophysics
of the Orgone
Energy
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3. What Is the Orgone Energy?

Orgone energy is cosmic life energy, the fundamental
creative force long known to people in touch with nature, and
speculated about by natural scientists, but now physically ob-
jectified and demonstrated. The orgone was discovered by
Dr. Wilhelm Reich, who identified many of its basic proper-
ties. For instance, the orgone energy charges and radiates
from all living and non-living substance. It also can readi-
ly penetrate all forms of matter, though with varying rates of
speed. All materials affect the orgone energy, by attracting
and absorbing it, or by repelling or reflecting it. The orgone
can be seen, felt, measured and photographed. It is a real,
physical energy, and not just some metaphorical, hypotheti-
cal force.

The orgone also exists in a free form in the atmosphere,
and in the vacuum of space. It is excitable, compressible,
and spontaneously pulsatile, capable of expanding and con-
tracting. The orgone charge within a given environment, or
within a given substance, will vary over time, usually in a
cyclical manner. The orgone is most strongly attracted to
living things, to water, and to itself. Orgone energy can
lawfully stream or flow from one location to another in the
atmosphere, but it generally maintains a west to east flow,
moving with, but slightly faster than the rotation of the
Earth. It is a ubiquitous medium, a cosmic ocean of dynam-
ic, moving energy, which interconnects the whole physical
universe; all living creatures, weather systems, and planets
respond to its pulsations and movements.

The orgone is related to, but quite different from other
forms of energy. It can, for instance, impart a magnetic
charge to ferromagnetic conductors, but it is not magnetie it-
self. It can likewise impart an electrostatic charge to insula-
tors, but neither is it fully electrostatic in nature. It reacts
with great disturbance to the presence of radioactive materi-
als, or to harsh electromagnetism, much in the manner of
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irritated protoplasm. It can be registered on specially adapt-
ed Geiger counters. The orgone also is the medium through
which electromagnetic disturbances are transmitted, much
in the manner of the older concept of aether, though it is not
itself electromagnetic in nature.

Streamings of orgone energy within the Earth’s atmos-
phere affect changes in air circulation patterns; atmospher-
ic orgone functions underlie the buildup of storm potentials,
and influence air temperature, pressure, and humidity.
Cosmic orgone energy functions also appear to be at work in
space, affecting gravitational and solar phenomena. Still,
the mass-free orgone energy is not any one of these physico-
mechanical factors, or even the sum of them. The properties
of the orgone energy derive more from life itself, much in
the manner of the older concept of a vital force, or élan vital;
unlike those older concepts, however, the orgone also has
been found to exist in a mass-free form, in the atmosphere
and in space. It is primary, primordial cosmic life energy,
while all other forms of energy are secondary in nature.

In the living world, orgone energy functions underlie
major life processes; pulsation, streaming, and charge of
the biological orgone determines the movements, actions,
and behavior of protoplasm and tissues, as well as the
strength of “bioelectrical” phenomena. Emotion is the ebb
and flow, the charge and discharge of the orgone within the
membrane of an organism, just as weather is the ebb and
flow, the charge and discharge of the orgone in the atmos-
phere. Both organism and weather respond to the prevailing
character and state of the life energy. Orgone energy func-
tions appear across the whole of creation, in microbes, ani-
mals, stormclouds, hurricanes, and galaxies. Orgone ener-
gy not only charges and animates the natural world; we are
immersed in a sea of it, much as a fish is immersed in wa-
ter. More, it is the medium which communicates emotion
and perception, through which we are connected to the cos-
mos, and made kin to all that is living,
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4. Wilhelm Reich’s Discovery
of the Orgone Energy,
and Invention of the
Orgone Accumulator

Reich’s initial work on the question of a biological ener-
gy began in the 1920’s, when he was a student of Sigmund
Freud, the originator of psychoanalysis. Freud’s early theo-
ries on human behavior discussed in metaphorical terms the
energy of the drives, which he termed the libido. While
Freud and most other analysts eventually ceased using this
term, Reich found it to be a very useful concept, and he con-
tinued to seek evidence for this force, which governed hu-
man emotion, behavior, and sexuality.

Reich’s extensive clinical work led to the observation of
vegetative streamings or currents of emotional energy in
the body, which occurred in healthy individuals during
states of great relaxation, as following a strong release of
emotion, or after a very gratifying genital orgasm. The
free, uninhibited expression of emotion, and natural sexual
excitation and gratification during orgasm were identified
by Reich as expressions of unimpeded energetic movement
in the body. When the individual experienced great pain, as
from childhood traumas, when the emotions were rigidly
suppressed and held back (“big boys don’t cry”, “nice girls
don’t get angry”), or when chronic sexual stasis and starva-
tion was experienced, the entire nervous system and muscu-
lature participated in the process of emotional suppression,
or warding off of feeling. This “holding back” of feeling
was also accompanied by a greater or lesser anxious retreat
from pleasurable, or even potentially pleasurable situations,
which would otherwise stir up suppressed and unpleasant
feelings. Reich observed that when this kind of response to
feeling and pleasure became chronie, so too did the individ-
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ual experience a chronic stiffening and desensitization of
the body, along with a reduction in respiration and contact-
fulness.

This chronic neuromuscular armoring, as Reich called
it, was not a natural condition, though it had a certain ra-
tional survival value for situations of pain and trauma.
When the armoring became chronic, however, as a way of
life, it would thwart the individual's natural biological
functioning, and affect their behavior even in circumstanc-
es where pain or trauma was not likely. The armoring ef-
fectively perpetuated the individual's pleasure-avoiding be-
haviors and emotion-censoring attitudes. Deep seated fears,
and pressures to conform to the prevalent armored form of
social life, usually prevented the individual from moving
towards emotional health, or taking effective steps to change
their situation. The bulk of Reich’s early writings focused
upon these social, sexual, and emotional concerns.

Reich also argued that the heterosexual genital orgasm
played a central regulatory role in the energy economy of the
individual, as a means to periodically discharge accumu-
lated bioenergetic tension. The more intense the orgastic
discharge of accumulated bioenergy, the more gratified, re-
laxed and pleasurably expansive one felt afterward. When
sexual urges and other emotions were chronically frustrat-
ed, dammed-up, and repressed, however, great internal ten-
sion could build up to a bursting point, where neurotic symp-
toms or sadistic urges would appear. Reich developed thera-
peutic techniques for releasing dammed-up emotional ener-
gy within his patients, techniques which led to the release of
long-buried feelings, and to a greater capacity for pleasure
in life, particularly genital pleasure. As his patients became
more healthy sexually, and as they reported an increase in
genital gratification, he observed that their neurotic symp-
toms disappeared, as the quantity of dammed-up emotion
and sexual tension was reduced. Some of Reich’s early con-
tributions to psychoanalytic theory and technique were at
first welcomed. But later on, as he increasingly focused
upon the consequences of child abuse and sexual repression,
the more conservative analysts rejected and attacked him.
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Reich eventually left psychoanalysis altogether, and he ar-
ticulated his work under the new term, Sex-Economy.

Reich’s early observations regarding human behavior,
emotions, the orgasm, and vegetative streaming sensations
strongly suggested a real, tangible nature to the emotional
energy. He later used sensitive millivoltmeters to confirm
this point of view, and to quantify bioelectrical energy cur-
rents, and their emotional correlates. However, he was con-
vinced that the very low levels of observed bioelectrical ac-
tivity could not fully explain the powerful energy forces ob-
served in human behavior. This was particularly so regard-
ing chronic immobilizing psychic disturbances in catatonic
and other completely withdrawn mental patients. When
their emotions were finally broken lose, these patients would
experience a tremendous outpouring of sadness or rage. Af-
terward, they would also experience a dramatic relaxation
of musculature, a spontaneous deepening of respiration, and
a return to more contactful lucidity. In these cases, the pa-
tient’s emotional energy was held down and bound up, until
finally set free in the clinical setting. These observations of
energy bound, and energy released, were reinforced by par-
allel observations regarding the discharge function of the
orgasm. Based upon these kinds of observations, the ques-
tion of exactly how and from where the organism acquired
its emotional energy, and its exact nature, became increas-
ingly important.

It was at this point in his research that Reich was forced
to flee Germany for Scandinavia, following Hitler's rise to
power. In Norway, Reich sought to find a way to confirm his
model of human functioning. Pleasure, he observed, was
identified by an increasing bioelectrical charge at the skin
surface, while anxiety was accompanied by a loss of this
same peripheral bioelectrical charge. Persons with a deep
respiration and a relaxed posture would, he observed, regu-
larly give stronger readings at the millivoltmeter than con-
tracted, anxious, highly armored persons, who had a life-
history of trauma, abuse, repressed emotion, and ungrati-
fied sexuality. As a child grew to adulthood, and became ha-
bituated or conditioned towards pleasure-seeking, or pleas-
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ure-avoiding (pain seeking) behaviors, so too would their
skin charge, and other physiological measures, reflect a
corresponding high or low energy charge. This movement
of the organism, and their energy charge, in a direction
“toward” or “away” from the world, he argued, was the result
of one’s life history. Life naturally moved towards pleasure,
but retreated, and shrunk from pain. Chronic painful exper-
ience would eventually armor the organism, and make it
difficult for them to reach out, towards the painful world.
From this central set of observations, he postulated that a
similar process could be duplicated and observed in lower
organisms, such as the snail, earthworm, or even micro-
scopic ameba.

Reich noted that the ameba had no “nervous system”, or
“brain”, as with the higher animal, yet it expanded towards
or contracted away from its environment in a manner simi-
lar to the higher animals. He believed that many of the func-
tions attributed to the brain were really functions of whole-
body processes, involving the participation of the autonomic
nervous system, but primarily being the result of the ener-
getic forces he had documented in a clinical and laboratory
setting. These currents of biological energy, he argued,
functioned the same in all living creatures, and he sought to
test the idea by making millivoltmeter measurements of
ameba during states of expansion and contraction. Reich
went to the University of Oslo Microbiological Institute, and
asked to obtain a culture of ameba. He was told that these
kinds of simple organisms were never kept on hand in
stored cultures, because they could be cultured directly from
a moss or grass infusion. Reich was fully aware of the air
germ theory, but was surprised to hear this, as the theory had
not at that time been used to explain the genesis of more com-
plex microbes, such as ameba and paramecium. These more
complex microbes cannot be cultured directly from the air,
for example.

Reich made the moss and grass infusions, but also made
extended and careful microscopical observation of the pro-
cess whereby the ameba developed. He did not see spores on
the grass blades, swelling up to become new ameba. Instead,
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he observed that the moss and grass itself would disintegrate
and break down into small blue-green vesicles. The tiny
vesicles would, over a period of several days, develop and
clump together, after which a new membrane would form
around the clump; the clump of vesicles would roll and pul-
sate inside the membrane for a period, and eventually the
whole thing would move away on its own, having turned into
a new ameba. Moreover, Reich observed that a number of
materials, both organic and inorganic, would, when al-
lowed to disintegrate and swell in a sterile nutrient solution,
form the tiny blue-green vesicles. These observations were
greeted by the university microbiologists with skepticism,
and Reich developed a series of stringent control tests to an-
swer their objections, and to more clearly demonstrate the
observable process, These control procedures involved
lengthy autoclaving of nutrient solutions, and heating over
flame, to incandescence, of the materials placed in the ste-
rile nutrient medium, His control procedures and observa-
tions on this question were repeated and confirmed by other
scientists of the day, and were presented to the French Acad-
emy of Science in 1938. But this did little to satisfy his crit-
ics, who shamelessly refused to reproduce the experiments,
while simultaneously attacking him in the Norwegian
newspapers.

Reich used very high magnifications, around 3500 to
4500 power, but not the usual microbiological stains or proce-
dures which kill the life in the specimen. These facts made
Reich’s preparations very different from those of the average
microbiologist, who to this day still kill and stain their prep-
arations with a religious fervor, and see little value to ob-
serving living microbes in the light microscope above 1000
power. Standard electron microscope images, for example,
can not be made of living specimens.

Reich gave a new name to the unusual microscopic vesi-
cle he had discovered: the bion. Bions of similar size, shape,
and motility would appear in the light microscope when var-
ious materials were subject to a process of slow swelling and
disintegration, or when substances were heated to incandes-
cence, and then immersed into sterile nutrient solutions.
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Boiling, autoclaving, or heating samples to glowing incan-
descence would not eliminate the bions from the cultures, but
could actually liberate them in greater numbers. Reich also
studied the process of disintegration and decay of foodstuffs
in the microscope, and noted that similar bionous processes
were at work. The bions exhibited a bluish coloration, and
radiant energy effects were likewise observed. It was dur-
ing these microscopic observations of the bions that Reich
first discovered the orgone radiation, and later, the principle
of the orgone energy accumulator.

Like his findings on human behavior, Reich’s bion ex-
periments are far too intricate and important to be fully re-
viewed here, but it can be noted that they have been widely
replicated by various scientists around the world. Classical
microbiology of today has made confirming discoveries of
very similar small vesicles, though Reich’s priority has yet
to be acknowledged. His findings on the bions also resolved
two parallel riddles, the origins of protozoa from disinte-
grated dead plant tissue in the natural environment, and the
origing of protozoan cancer cells from the energetically
(emotionally) deadened tissues of the human body. Reich ob-
served similar processes at work in both dead grass and
deadened animal tissue: disintegration into bions, followed
by a spontaneous reorganization of bions into protozoan
forms. In both cases, of soil or tissues, Reich argued that the
process was initiated by a loss of life energy charge of the tis-
sues, followed by putrefaction and disintegration.

One special bion preparation, made from pulverized
beach sand heated to incandescence and immersed into a
sterile nutrient broth, yielded a powerful radiant energy
phenomena. Lab workers developed conjunctivitis if they
observed the preparations too long, while a skin inflamma-
tion could be developed by placing the bion solution close to
the skin for a period. Working for extended hours in the lab-
oratory, Reich developed a dark tan through his clothing, in
the middle of winter, The radiation imparted a magnetic
charge to nearby iron or steel implements, and a static
charge to nearby insulators, such as rubber gloves. Film
stored in nearby metal laboratory cabinets spontaneously
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fogged. He noted that whatever this bion radiation was, it
was rapidly attracted to metals, but just as rapidly reflected
away, or dissipated into the surrounding air. Organic ma-
terials, however, absorbed this radiation and held onto it. At-
tempts to identify the new radiation using traditional nucle-
ar or electromagnetic radiation detectors failed.

Reich also noted that the air in rooms containing the spe-
cial bion cultures would feel “heavy” or charged. When ob-
served at night, in full darkness, the air would visibly scin-
tillate and glow with a pulsing energy. He attempted to cap-
ture the energy radiating from his bion cultures inside a
special cubical enclosure lined with sheet metal, which he
felt would reflect and trap the radiations inside. As expected,
the special metal-lined enclosure trapped and amplified the
effects of the bion radiation. However, to his amazement, he
found that the radiation was also present in the experimental
enclosure even when the bion cultures were removed. In
fact, there was nothing which could be done to make the ob-
served radiation “go away”. The special metal-lined enclo-
sure appeared to pull the same form of radiation from the air
which previously had been observed coming from the bion
cultures.

Reich eventually became convinced that the special en-
closures were capturing a free atmospheric form of the same
energy that he also observed coming from living organ-
isms. He called the newly discovered energy the orgone,
and he developed ways to amplify the energy accumulating
affects of the enclosure, mainly through multiple layering of
the metallic and organic materials. No electricity, magne-
tism, electromagnetism, or nuclear radiations were em-
ployed in these accumulating structures, which were entire-
ly passive in design. The special enclosures were thereafter
called orgone energy accumulators.

The full sweep of Dr. Reich’s clinical findings, his ex-
periments with bioelectricality, the bions, on biogenesis and
the origins of the cancer cell, and his discovery of the orgone
energy and the orgone energy accumulator, cannot be given
here, but a few points are summarized. The orgone accumu-
lator was found to have specific life-positive effects upon
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plants and animals exposed to the concentrated life force in-
side it. A host of quantifiable effects upon the physical prop-
erties of the air, or other materials charged up inside the ac-
cumulators, were also discovered and documented. Reich
and his co-workers published a host of research articles on
the orgone energy accumulator, its unusual physical proper-
ties, and its life-positive biomedical effects. These effects
have been repeatedly confirmed, and a research tradition in
orgone biophysics continues to this day. Briefly, we may
identify some of the known properties of the orgone energy,
and effects of the orgone energy accumulator,

Properties of the Orgone Energy:

A) Ubiquitous, fills all space.

B) Mass-free; cosmic, primordial in nature.

C) Penetrates all matter, but at different rates of speed.

D) Spontaneously pulsates, expands and contracts, and
flows with a spinning wave characteristic.

E) Directly observable and measurable.

F) Negatively entropic.

G) Strong mutual affinity and attraction to/by water.

H) Accumulated naturally by living organisms through
foods, water, breath, and through the skin.

I) Mutual excitation and attraction of separate orgone
energy streams, or of separate systems charged with
orgone.

J) Excitability via secondary energies (nuclear,
electromagnetism, electrical sparking, friction).
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Physical effects of a strong orgone charge:

K) Slightly higher air temperature as compared to
surroundings.

L) Higher electrostatic potential, with a slower
electroscopical discharge rate as compared to
surroundings.

M) Higher humidity and lower water evaporation rates
as compared to surroundings.

N) Squelching of ionization effects inside gas-filled
ionization Geiger-Muller tubes.

O) Development of ionization effects inside non-
ionizable vacuum tubes (0.5 micron pressure or
lower).

P) Ability to impede and absorb electromagnetism.

Biological effects of a strong orgone charge:

Q) General vagotonic, expansive effect on entire
system.

R) Sensations of tingling and warmth at skin surface.

S) Increased core and skin temperature, flushing,

T) Moderation of blood pressure and pulse rate.

U) Increased peristalsis, deeper respiration.

V) Increased germination, budding, flowering and
fruiting of plants.

W) Increased rates of tissue growth, repair, and wound
healing, as determined through animal studies and
human clinical trials.

X) Increased field strength, charge, integrity of tissues
and immunity.

Y) Greater energy level, activity, and liveliness.

21




James DeMeo

3 fiberglass,
wool, cotton or |
plastic layers

4

<

3 steel
wool
layers

galvanized
sheet metal or
steel wire
mesh inner
lining

. T T ]
P A

L T ]
e S e )

b

Celotex
outer
enclosure

Simplified Diagram of the
Orgone Energy Accumulator




The Orgone Accumulator Handbook

A three-ply accumulator in the author's laboratory. A
ten-ply charger, with attached funnel shooter, is at the lower
left. This charger normally sits inside the larger accumu-
lator, under a wooden bench inside the accumulator.
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5. Objective Demonstration of
the Orgone Energy

A number of techniques have been developed over the
years to document, measure, and objectify the orgone ener-
gy. These techniques are briefly listed, but the interested
reader is directed to the references for more specific details.

A) Bioelectric Fields: Reich identified various bioelec-
trical phenomenon which he felt demonstrated a more pow-
erful energy current at work in the body. The small milli-
volt currents of “bioelectricality”, he argued, were only a
small portion of this stronger energy current in the body,
which he identified as being both emotional and sexual in
nature, and which was later objectively identified as the or-
gone energy.

B) Radiant Effects from Bion Cultures: Special bion
cultures derived from beach sand emitted a powerful radia-
tion which could be felt and seen in darkrooms. This radia-
tion did not register on instruments for detecting nuclear or
electromagnetic energies. Additionally, the radiation could
fog film, impart a static charge to insulators, and a magnet-
ic charge to steel laboratory implements.

Darkro n mospheric rvations, the Orgo-
noscope: Reich also observed and categorized various ob-
servable phenomena which could be seen by the dark-
adjusted eye in the open air of darkrooms. Scintillating fog-
like forms, and dancing, luminescent pin-points of light
were observed, and numerous techniques were developed
which demonstrated their real, objective nature. One of these
techniques involved the development of a new instrument,
the orgonoscope, which used hollow tubes, lenses, and a fluo-
rescent screen for magnifying the various subjective light
phenomena. Large room-sized orgone accumulators were
also constructed, and observations made in these amplified
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and clarified many of the effects. A special corpuscular or-
gone unit was identified, whose lawful behavior changed ac-
cording to cosmic and meteorological factors. These macro-
scopic particles were also observed in the daytime sky with
the unaided eye, as a generally common phenomenon, visi-
ble to most people once they were pointed out. The Earth was
observed to possess its own orgone energy envelope, or ener-
gy field, much as did individual living creatures.

D) X-Ray Photographs: Reich observed that the x-ray
“ghost” phenomenon (spontaneous, unexplained fogging of
x-ray films) could be explained as an effect of the orgone ra-
diation, or life energy. He published several photos where
the ghosts were purposefully created by excitation of orgone
energy within the field of the x-ray machine.

E) Visible Light Photographs: Reich observed that his
special radiating bion cultures would fog film stored in
nearby metal cabinets. Culture dishes of radiating bions set
directly upon the film would also render an image of the cul-
ture dish and its contents. More recently, Thelma Moss of
UCLA has shown that life energy field photos can be made
without electrical stimulation (as with Kirlian techniques),
by energy field enhancement; living objects placed directly
on a film for a few days within a darkened orgone accumu-
lator will, under the proper conditions, render an image.

F) The Orgone Energy Field Meter: Reich developed
this device to measure the strength of energy fields. Using a
Tesla coil and special accumulator-like metal plates, the de-
vice could quantify the differences in energy level between
people or objects.

G) The Orgone Energy Pulsation Demonstrator: Reich
demonstrated that the energy field pulsations of a large met-
al sphere were capable of setting into motion a smaller me-
tallic/organic pendulum suspended nearby

H)

An accumulator will spontaneously develop a slightly hlgh-
er temperature than either its surroundings or a control en-
closure, on those sunny and clear days when the orgone
charge at the Earth’s surface is strong. The effect vanishes
during stormy, rainy weather, when the orgone charge at the
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Earth’s surface is weak (but strong in the Atmosphere). The
results of this temperature experiment, which has been repli-
cated many times, demonstrates that the orgone energy
functions in opposition to the second law of thermodynam-
ics.

I) The Accumulator Flectrostatic Effects: An electro-
scope kept inside an orgone accumulator will dissipate its
charge more slowly than an identical one kept in the open
air, or inside of a control enclosure. A partly charged, or un-
charged static electroscope which is kept inside an accumu-
lator will sometimes spontaneously charge itself up. As with
the temperature differential effect, the electrostatic effects
vanished during rainy or overcast weather, when the orgone
charge at the Earth’s surface is weak.

J) The Accumulator Ionization Suppression/
Amplification FEffect: Geiger-Muller tubes and counters
charged up inside a very strong accumulator for several
weeks or months tend to go “dead” for a period, but may
eventually yield an erratic count rate for background. Spe-
cial vacuum tubes, which Reich had constructed and called
vacor tubes (which mimic the design of the Geiger-Muller
tube but are evacuated well below the level at which ioniza-
tion could occur), will initially not yield any 